
With a history almost as long as that of the famous 'Lee-Enfield' rifles, which are produced by the Royal Small Arms Factory in Enfield, the Royal Enfield Bullet is the longest running production motorcycle, having seen continuous production since 1948 until the present. Both the 'Enfield' and the 'Bullet' names, are as a result of links the company has to the small arms factory.

Royal Enfield Bullet motorcycles used to be made at the Royal Enfield works in Redditch, West Midlands. They are now being produced by the company successors, Royal Enfield Motors, operating from Chennai, Tamil Nadu, in India.

Pre World War 2 Production

The Royal Enfield Bullets were first produced in 1931. They had either 350cc or 500cc engines, with a single cylinder and four valves. A 250cc engine range was introduced in 1933. The 250cc models had a different frames, the front forks had center-spring girders and the seat was the 'saddle type'. As with many of the motorcycles produced at this time, the rear suspension was rigid, and the seat had to be spring-mounted.

After winning the bid for supplying the British Army with motorcycles for their dispatch riders, Enfield Bullets were also used by the RAF during World War 2.

Production form 1939 to 1949, saw the same basic design being retained, with the addition of two rocker boxes for better engine efficiency, as well as some minor cosmetic changes.

Production from 1949 to 1956

This period saw the first major changes to the design of the Royal Enfield Bullet. The engine was changed to a vertical configuration and the head was alloy, allowing for higher compression. The frame had major changes too: the rear suspension now had a swing arm and the front forks had a telescopic design, unique to Royal Enfield.

A lever was introduced, that enabled the rider to find neutral, from any gear except first. The headlight assembly, along with the ammeter and speedometer was enclosed in a nacelle. This nacelle was also used for attaching the handlebars and front suspension.

A similar model was introduced in 1953, with a 499cc engine. In 1949, a factory was opened in Madras by the Indian government, to produce Royal Enfield Bullets for border patrol use.

Production from 1956 to 1964

The Redditch factory altered production to modernize the Enfield Bullet in 1955. Changes were made to the gear ratios, however the changes were not implemented in the Indian models and the two branches of Enfield Bullets were then developed separately.

Models produced during this period, included the 350cc 'Trials', the 350cc 'Clipper', and in 1958, the 'Airflow' version was introduced. The engines remained mostly unchanged, with production alterations limited to cosmetic changes, the fuel tank, exhaust, handlebars, seating, and instrumentation.

Alternator charging was implemented in 1956 and coil ignition was introduced in 1960. Bullet production ceased in the UK, with the closure of the Redditch factory in 1967, and the end of Royal Enfield in 1970.

